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Note: This material is provided for GENERAL INFORMATION
ONLY. No account has been taken of the objectives, financial sit-
uation or needs of any particular person or entity. Accordingly,
to the extent that this material may constitute general financial
product advice, investors should, before acting on the advice,
consider the appropriateness of the advice, having regard to the
investor’s objectives, financial situation and needs. This is not an
offer or recommendation to buy or sell securities or other finan-
cial products, nor a solicitation for deposits or other business,
whether directly or indirectly.

n this week’s segment we are taking a

break from our Superannuation Series to

talk about a festival that is celebrated by

over a billion people all over the world - Di-
wali, the festival of lights. This year the fes-
tival will run from the 2nd - 4th November.
During the festival Lakshmi, the goddess of
wealth, is worshipped! Given we are literally
celebrating wealth, what better festival than
this to look at some key financial planning
lessons to be learnt from.

Move from the darkness of ignorance
to thelight of knowledge

Diwali involves the lighting of lamps to
remove the darkness around us. The lamp
signifies knowledge, and when it comes to
your finances and financial position, knowl-
edge iskey. An understanding of where you
are now, where you want to be and possi-
ble routes to get there is key to a successful
and secure financial future. This may often
mean seeking the advice of experts and spe-
cialists to achieve this; think accountants,
insurance brokers, financial advisers.

Remove the Clutter / Noise

In preparation for the arrival of Diwali,
families begin spring cleaning their homes
weeks in advance. This results in a lot of de-
cluttering and ultimately a cleaner and less
messy home and environment. You can
also declutter your finances. Anything that
is not in line with your investment philos-
ophy or is not aligned to a goal is potential
clutter and something for you to reconsider.
Eachaspect of your financial planislike a vi-
tal component of your car engine and hasits
own role to play. Anything that sits outside
of this is possibly only contributing to the
clanking sound in your car!

Your way all the way!

Everyone who celebrates this festival has a
different personal situation and so their cele-
bration varies. Each family could have its own
tradition and view on how they wish to cele-
brate, and it is all accepted. Similarly, your fi-
nancial planneedstobe customised to caterto
youandyour needs and goals. Thereisno one
size fits all solution, so be wary if anyone pro-
posesauniversal solution that works for all.

Now and the future

Diwali inits true sense (like all other festi-
vals) is about time spent with near and dear
ones, special memories created and wishing
well-being and prosperity for all. The tradi-
tions and practices should never come in
the way of you being able to truly enjoy this
special time! In the same way your finan-
cial plan, while focusing on your medium
to long-term goals, should not restrict you
from being able to continue doing things
and being with people that are most impor-
tanttoyouin the present!

Wewill be back next week with our Super-
annuation Series. In the meantime, Diwaliis
an occasion to celebrate victory over defeat,
light over darkness, awareness over igno-
rance, an occasion to celebrate life. May this
auspicious occasion light up your life with
happiness, joy and peace. Happy Diwali!
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