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2022: New Year 
and (Same) 
New Story? 

FIRST AND foremost a very 
Happy New Year to all our read-
ers. I hope that you and your 
loved ones are all staying safe 
and healthy. While the lead up to 
Christmas looked promising with 
the world seemingly starting to get 
on top of COVID, things thereafter 
have changed significantly.  

The constantly evolving situa-
tion and the regular and incessant 
updates can be overwhelming and 
often anxiety causing for many.  

We in Mackay and Whitsun-
day region are facing this level of 
spread really for the first time and 
it can be very confronting So, it is 
important that we all have a mech-
anism to deal with this for our emo-
tional, physical and mental health 
and well-being.  

Many have chosen to receive the 
information as unemotionally as 
possible and then take steps that 
can keep them safe – maintaining 
social distance and following per-
sonal hygiene etc.  

This allows you to bring your fo-
cus away from all the information 
that you have no control over, to 
things that you can do personally.  

This gives you back some sem-
blance of taking charge and put-
ting you back in control! 

In this interconnected world, one 
can’t also help but wonder what 
does this new fast-spreading strain 
mean for the financial markets?  

I can empathise with many of 
you as you worry about what all 
this means for you financially and 
personally.  

And, while we can ponder and 
deliberate on the market reaction 
and outcomes for hours you must 
pause and consider what is in your 
control and what you can do about 
it. The information deluge can 
overwhelm you and cause signifi-
cant anxiety and stress.  

The new year has always been 

the time for prediction and fore-
casts, but these more often than not 
do not eventuate!  

This predilection for predictions 
can cause you to jump ship trying 
to get on to the next big trend or 
idea for the fear of missing out! This 
is often to your detriment. 

The markets are the collective re-
action and are forward-looking.  

Remember in this information 
age, all the relevant data/informa-
tion is already priced in and real-
istically you will always be trying 
to catch up and often miss the up-
swings.  

You should bring the focus back 
to you and your situation: Discuss 
with your Financial Adviser if you 
have significant concerns which 
may need a change to your finan-
cial plan/strategy, or it may mean 
a discussion to manage the emo-
tions that will allow you to remain 
seated.  

This is where having an unbi-
ased professional adviser as your 
coach will be of immense value to 
you.  

Having a sound and flexible fi-
nancial plan in place will allow you 
to focus on what is really important 
– the health and safety of you and 
your loved ones! 

This New Year, I wish you good 
health and the ability to re-cali-
brate your thinking and path to 
align with what is most important 
for you! Happy New Year!

Note: This material is provided for GENERAL INFOR-
MATION ONLY. No account has been taken of the 
objectives, financial situation or needs of any par-
ticular person or entity. Accordingly, to the extent 
that this material may constitute general financial 
product advice, investors should, before acting 
on the advice, consider the appropriateness of the 
advice, having regard to the investor’s objectives, 
financial situation and needs. This is not an offer or 
recommendation to buy or sell securities or other 
financial products, nor a solicitation for deposits or 
other business, whether directly or indirectly.

2022 school year to start 
on February 7 

The start of the 2022 school 
year in Queensland will move 
from Monday January 24 to 
Monday  February 7 to avoid 

opening schools during the predict-
ed peak of the Omicron wave and to 
allow more time for children to re-
ceive their COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk 
said modelling showed the likely 
peak of Omicron cases would be in 
the last week of January and the first 
week of February. 

“This is a common sense move to 
avoid students heading back to pri-
mary or secondary school just as the 
rapidly rising number of Omicron 
cases in Queensland hits its peak,” 
the Premier said. 

“But we can take steps to protect 

the community – including our chil-
dren – as much as possible. 

“I know parents are concerned 
about sending children back to 
school at a time like this, so I want to 
assure them that delaying the start 
of the school year by just two weeks 
is a sensible solution. 

Education Minister Grace Grace 
said students will not miss out on 
any essential content due to the de-
layed start of term, with teachers to 
review lesson plans to deliver the 
curriculum accordingly. 

Ms Grace said schools would still 
open for vulnerable children and the 
children of essential workers. Years 
11 and 12 students will participate in 
learning from home from January 31. 
To ensure other cohorts do not miss 
out on learning, the end of the school 
year will be extended for them by one 
week until 16 December. 

“Principals will implement staff-
ing arrangements to ensure only the 
minimum number of staff are on 
site, but we will ensure vulnerable 
children and children of essential 
workers can still attend,” she said. 

“This the first time most of us in 
Queensland are experiencing wide-
spread community transmission of 
COVID-19, and it’s challenging for 
everyone. 

“An extensive range of resources 
and activities will be available to stu-
dents via our comprehensive learn-
ing@home site. 

The new term start date of Febru-
ary 7 will apply to all Queensland 
primary schools, secondary schools, 
including Catholic and independ-
ent, and state delivered and session-
al kindies. 

Long day care will stay open sub-
ject to workforce capacity. 
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Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk earlier this week. (PHOTO Russell Freeman AAP)
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