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HERE COMES THE BUDGET! 
Last week, finance minister 
Josh Frydenberg announced the 
budget and there was a little bit 
there for most people but not a 
whole lot of direction and plan 
for the long term. This was hard-
ly surprising seeing that the gov-
ernment is really getting ready 
for the next elections and the idea 
would be to do enough to keep 
people engaged but not too much, 
that it ruffles feathers just ahead 
of the election. 

Here are some of the key an-
nouncements: 

1. Minimum Pension - 50% 
reduction to minimum pension 
retained for the FY 22-23 FY. This 
was introduced during the pan-
demic to assist people trying to 
save cash. This has now been ex-
tended to the next financial year 
as well. Please note this is the min-
imum that one must draw from 
their account-based pension/ in-
come streams, you are able to draw 
down additional funds 

2. Cost of living tax offset - 
Eligible individuals will receive a 
one-off $420 cost of living tax off-
set i.e. the tax bill for those eligi-
ble will reduce by $420 

3. Cost of living payment – El-
igible social security recipients 
and concession card holders will 
receive a tax exempt payment - 
$250 for individuals and $500 for 
couples. This is automatic and ex-
pected in April. 

4. Fuel Excise cut – Given the 
meteoric rise in fuel prices the 
government will reduce the ex-
cise on fuel by 50% for the next 6 
months. This will result in excise 

on fuel reducing from 44.2 cents 
per litre to 22.1 cents per litre. 

5. Paid parental leave – the 
Government has announced 
changes to enhance the Paid Pa-
rental Leave Scheme and improve 
economic security for women 
from 1 March 2023. This scheme 
rolls Dad and Partner Pay into a 
single Parental Leave pay scheme 
of up to 20 weeks (combining the 
18 weeks for primary carers and 
2 weeks for secondary carers), 
which is fully flexible and able to 
be shared between eligible work-
ing parents as they see fit. It will 
give families the opportunity to 
take leave at any time within two 
years of the birth or adoption of a 
child. The intent is to reduce the 
gender pay gap. 

6. Home Guarantee Scheme – 
introduced in 2021 and has guar-
anteed 10,000 mortgages for el-
igible individuals to purchase a 
home with a minimum 5% depos-
it. This year the Government has 
extended the scheme to provide 
35,000 places to first home buyers, 
5,000 places to single parents, and 
10,000 places for buyers in region-
al areas in the newly released Re-
gional Home Guarantee. 

All in all, the budget delivers 
$8.6bn in tax rebates and one-
off payments as well as the fuel 
excise cuts. And while the Aus-
tralian economy proved resilient 
through the pandemic and the 
geo-political unrest, this budget 
as expected did not deliver any 
great reform to help the economy 
into the future. For that we will 
have to just wait and watch this 
space post the elections in May. 
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Easter Holidays!  
YEP, IT’S THAT time again, school hol-
idays are here and week 2 is filled with 
some great ways to entertain the kids, 
with thanks to local businesses and 
groups holding events and activities 
for every age and stage. 

SUNDAY APRIL 10 
10AM TO 3PM 
Empire Alternacade & Events 
Bring the Kids to Empire 
409 Flinders Street 

Everyone’s favourite arcade space 
is all for the kids on this day! 

•The team "de-license" the venue 
between 10am and 3pm - they take 
away or cover up all alcohol and make 
the venue a kid friendly space. 

•They allow all ages to attend  
Empire at these events - adult  
supervision required for under 13's. 

•They have an ATM and change 
machine + a friendly staff member on 
site - there's plenty of arcade + pinball 
machines to play (all take $1 coins) 

•Nonalcoholic Drinks + Snacks 
available to purchase! 

MONDAY APRIL 11 
TO WEDNESDAY APRIL 13 
MD Coaching and Mentoring  
Skate Lessons 

Enjoy these holidays with a short 
beginner program for those looking 
to get into skateboarding. 

Wanting more? 
We got an intermediate class ready 

for you. For those who can already 
skate around but need that direction. 
PROVIDED | SKATEBOARDS | HEL-
METS | PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

Lessons Include: 
Beginner lessons | 5 - 8 Year Old - 

Mon, Apr 11, 5:15 PM 
Beginner lessons | 9 - 13 Year Old- 

Wed, Apr 13, 4:00 PM 
Intermediate lesson | 7 - 13 Year 

Old- Wed, Apr 13, 5:15 PM 
These tickets won't last long so get 

in while you can and can't wait to see 
you there! 

To book and more information 
head to:http://MDCoachingMentor-
ing.eventbrite.com 

TUESDAY APRIL 12 
TO THURSDAY APRIL 14
10AM TO 12PM 
Townsville City Council Galleries - 
Bouncing Bunnies Workshop 

Pinnacles Gallery 
(20 Village Boulevard, 
Thuringowa Central) 
No bookings required 

FREE ACTIVITY 
Visit Pinnacles Gallery and create 

your own Bouncing Bunny to keep 
your Easter eggs safe and sound!  
Decorate your unique bunny with col-
ourful paper, pom poms, wool, and 
foam! All materials are provided, East-
er chocolates are NOT included. 

All materials are provided on a 
first come, first serve basis. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian at all times. COVID safe im-
plementations are in place including 
COVID sign in and guests over the 
age of 16 must present proof of dou-
ble vaccination to enter the Gallery. 
Attendance is on a first come, first 
serve basis. 

FRIDAY APRIL 15 - FROM 6.30PM 
Townsville City Council presents 
Riverway Movie Night, Riverway Oval 

Pack a blanket and head down to 
Riverway with the kids for to River-
way Movie Nights – an open-air cine-
ma under the stars every third Friday 
of the month. 

FREE Event 
Movie: Henchmen (Rated G) 
In a world of super-villains, evil 

schemes and global domination, 
someone has to take out the trash. 
Welcome to the world of Henchmen, 
third class. When a fresh-faced new 
recruit joins the Union of Evil, he is 
assigned to a motley crew of blue-col-
lar workers led by fallen henchmen 
Hank. But when The Kid acciden-
tally steals the super villain's ulti-
mate weapon, Hank must break his 
risk-nothing code to save the boy he's 
befriended, even if it means becom-
ing the one thing he has always avoid-
ed being: a hero. 

FRIDAY APRIL 15 
TO SUNDAY APRIL 17 
9AM TO 1PM 
Cache Qld Townsville MEGA Event 
Townsville Turf Club, Racecourse 
Road, Cluden 

 You are invited to come along 
to the Cache QLD Townsville Mega 
Event held at Cluden Racecourse.
Everyone is welcome to attend these 
FREE events. 

What is GEOCACHING you ask? Ge-
ocaching is a high-tech treasure hunt. 
Geocache players use GPS-enabled 
devices like phones and tablets to 
navigate towards and uncover hidden 
containers. These containers are hid-
den across the world, including 600 
existing containers within 16km of 
Townsville’s CBD. 

There are so many events to chose 
from: 
•Welcome Event 
•Newbies Introduction 
•Visit from Billabong sanctuary 
•Trivia Night 
•CITO – Rowes Bay Tree Planting 
•Easter Egg Hunt - plus many more. 

•This will be the first time that a 
mega geocaching event will be held 
north of Brisbane, and the three-day 
experience is slated to draw in more 
than 300 attendees. Read more at 
https://cacheqld.com/ and register at 
www.geocaching.com. 

LAST SESSIONS! 
SUNDAY APRIL 10 
TO SATURDAY APRIL 16 
Willows Shopping Centre 
Little Foodies - Paddock to Plate 

Cook up a storm in the kitchen at 
Willows! Pop on your apron and chef’s 
hat and learn how to cook delicious 
treats using fresh and healthy ingre-
dients sourced from Lenards Chicken, 
ClasiCo Fresh, Woolworths and Coles. 
Bookings not required, wait times 
may apply. 
When: 10am – 2pm daily, 
Monday 4 – Sunday 17 April 
Where: Outside Rockmans 
Menu: Sun 10 Apr - Tue 12 Apr | Le-
nards Chicken Burgers 
Wed 13 Apr - Thurs 14 Apr | Fruit Pizza 
Sat 16 Apr - Sun 17 Apr | Lenards 
Enchiladas 
•Centre closed Friday 15 April for 
Good Friday 

For more information and to view 
daily menu, visit the Willows website: 
https://bit.ly/3wI6sTo 

•all information is correct at time 
of publishing, please check with event 
organisers to confirm any details 

 
Happy Easter! I hope you enjoy 

connecting with your family and your 
community over the Easter break. 


