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What’s that about? 
– Demystifying Investing 

INVESTING HAS this aura 
around it – that almost tries to 
equate investing to rocket science 
and while there is a science and 
discipline to investing, it most 
certainly is not “Rocket Science.” 

In the article today, and the se-
ries to follow, we attempt to de-
mystify some common myths 
around investing. Have you come 
across any of these or would like 
to discuss them, please let me 
know and I will get around to 
talking about it. 

Myth 1: Making money is all 
about timing the market 

It is not uncommon for one to 
think or be told to wait out the 
current volatility in the market 
before investing. But these are 
statements that demonstrate a 
lack of understanding of how the 
stock markets work. The key is to 
remember that markets are for-
ward-looking. So, if something 
comes through that disrupts the 
world – say a pandemic or an in-
vasion, the market will respond 
swiftly to absorb what that means 
for the world. When things 
change or look like they will 
change, markets will again re-

flect that in the prices of the stock. 
Now there is a constant flow of in-
formation - positive and negative, 
and it is usually multiple things 
at the same time so not an isolat-
ed development. If one considers 
this constant state of an influx of 
information, you will then under-
stand that “waiting until the dust 
settles” may just turn to a game of 
always waiting! 

We don’t have to look too far 
back to see this in action either, 
the first quarter of 2020 saw the 
impact of COVID:

Note: This material is provided for GENERAL INFOR-
MATION ONLY. No account has been taken of the 
objectives, financial situation or needs of any par-
ticular person or entity. Accordingly, to the extent 
that this material may constitute general financial 
product advice, investors should, before acting 
on the advice, consider the appropriateness of the 
advice, having regard to the investor’s objectives, 
financial situation and needs. This is not an offer or 
recommendation to buy or sell securities or other 
financial products, nor a solicitation for deposits or 
other business, whether directly or indirectly.

It’s been great to see CQ 
University Mackay Campuses  
buzzing with the return of  
students for Term 1, 2022. 

Mackay has seen strong enrol-
ment numbers for this year, both 
in higher education and TAFE. 
Our TAFE student numbers in par-
ticular have seen a 25 per cent in-
crease from 2021, demonstrating 
the strong demand for qualified 
tradespeople in our region.  

Despite COVID putting a strain 
on many industries and occupa-
tions, underlying demand and 
long-terms skills shortages in pro-
fessions like health and education 
have attracted new students.  

With interest in our health-relat-
ed courses consistently growing,  
it was no surprise that our most 
popular course this year is our 
Bachelor of Medical Imaging.  

Our Bachelor of Education  
(Secondary) course is also a popu-
lar course this year, and with  
a reported decline in regional and 
rural teachers, I am excited to see 
a large number of students ready 
to become the next generation of 

skilled and passionate educators 
for our region.  

Speaking of high school, earlier 
this month we opened our doors  
to more than 200 high school  
students from across the region for 
our annual Uni Experience event. 

Hosted on both the Mackay 
Ooralea and City campuses, the 
Year 12 students explored post-
high school options by meeting 
current students, participating in 
discipline-based activities and  
exploring our facilities.  

Here at CQU, we believe  
everyone deserves access to  
world-class tertiary education  
and training.  

Students were provided infor-
mation on alternative pathways, 
our Academic Learning Centre 
(ALC) and costs associated with 
university, which opened the eyes 
of some students who otherwise 
through further study would nev-
er be an option for them. 

I hope to see some of these  
excited Year 12 students back on 
campus next year completing  
their studies for real. 
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 » Market timing is not only hard but also an almost impossi-
ble game to get right each time. If you got your timing wrong and 
missed just the 25 best performing days on the ASX over the last 20 
years between 2001 to 2019, your annualised return would fall  
from 8.45% to 2.82% during this time. Think about this - there are 
over 5,000 trading days during this period and if you missed  
these 25 days, your experience would be very different.  
The question to ask is, are you willing to take that bet? 


